Bulletin Readers — this bulletin is more than 15 minutes in length! 


SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 27 MARCH 2022 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............45 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively 
on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bul- 
letin is relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be 
downloaded from the League website at http://www.sarl.org.za while the text 
bulletin can be downloaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com. To 
join the MailChimp bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 
While the problems experienced by some members accessing the SARL web 
pages are being attended to, an additional channel is now available from this 
Sunday. To download the weekly SARL News audio recordings and to listen to, 
or download Amateur Radio Today, log on to www.amateurradio.org.za. 


In the news today: 

RADIO FREQUENCY SPECTRUM LICENCES 
JS8CALL ACTIVITY PERIOD THIS WEEKEND 
and 


THE SARL TAKING AMATEUR RADIO IN THE DIGITAL AGE SYMPO- 
SIUM 


Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
We begin our bulletin with the news of a silent key. 


It is with regret that we announce the passing of Roy McKay ZS6RED suddenly 
on 23 March 2022. We extend our sincere condolences to Roy’s family and 
friends on their tragic loss. 


Roy was an honorary life member of the West Rand Amateur Radio Club and 
will always be remembered for his contribution to the constitution and antennas 
built for the club. 


PAUSE 
You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 


RADIO FREQUENCY SPECTRUM LICENCES MUST BE PAID BY THURS- 
DAY 31 MARCH 2022! 


Radio Amateurs and Radio Clubs, it is your responsibility to pay your licence 
fee for your own call sign, the Club call sign and the Club repeater. The licence 
fee for 2022/23 is: 1 year - R166.00; 2 years - R317.00; 3 years - R455.00; 4 
years - R579.00 and 5 years - R692.00. 


If you are registered on the ICASA Customer Portal (https://online.icasa.org. 
za/), you can pay by credit card and almost immediately get a copy of your new 
licence. 


You can pay your licence fee by EFT - ICASA, Nedbank Corporate Client 
services, Account no. 14 62 00 29 27, Branch 146245. Use YOUR ICASA 
license number no and call sign, e.g., "10098765 - ZS75RZS” as the payment 
reference. Send a copy of the EFT payment to specrev@icasa.org.za. Keep the 
Proof of Payment in a safe place, it is your proof that the licence has been paid. 


If you are registered on the ICASA Customer Portal, upload a copy of the Proof 
of Payment to the system. The ICASA officials will check the payment against 
the bank statement and if satisfied will then approve your licence which you can 
download a day or two later. 


AMATEUR LICENCES MANAGED BY THE SARL 


On 29 January 2022 an e-mail was sent to all radio amateurs whose licence is 
managed by the SARL, this covers the last 6 RAEs. As per the welcoming 
letter sent to successful candidates following the RAE, the SARL is currently 
managing your Amateur Radio Licence because of limitations on the ICASA 
system. However, it is your responsibility to pay your licence fee directly to 
ICASA as explained above. 


Once you have completed the EFT, forward the proof of payment to ICASA 
at specrev@icasa.org.za as well as to the SARL Administrator at adminQsarl. 
org.za. Once the SARL has received the proof of payment, it will be uploaded 
to the ICASA online system for approval. When approved we will forward the 
licence to you. 


Unfortunately, many of these Radio Amateurs have not sent a copy of the Proof 
of Payment to Kelley Dorey, the SARL Administrator, thus the ICASA system 
cannot be updated and no licence will be issued. Please send the proof of 
payment to Kelley as soon as possible. 


JS8CALL ACTIVITY PERIOD THIS WEEKEND 


The IARU Emergency Communications Coordinators are running a JS8call Ac- 
tivity period today. The activity period will run from 10:00-15:00 UTC today 
Sunday 27 March with activity on 7,078 MHz and 14,078 MHz using Normal 
JS8call speed (15 s, 50 Hz, 16 WPM). 


The Region 1 EMCOR Coordinator Greg, GODUB has provided a message 
format taken from the standard IARU message form and that Grant, ZS1GS 
has previously reviewed and posted videos on the SARL HAMNET South Africa 
YouTube channel www.youtube.com/channel/UCCnZW9Eu74ygPCFXen2A AEg/videos. 


Greg, GODUB says in his note, ”The bands may be congested but contests are 
a fact of life every weekend and emergencies will still happen. Emergencies can 
happen at any time and people may not be available, or available all the time, 
the contests and Mother’s Day will simulate that. Finally, this is an ’activity 
period,’ if people can increase their experience with the mode and exchange 
messages with people, they can work them, that is still a success.” 


Let us practice our message passing skills using JS8call, see you on the air from 
10:00 UTC onwards. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 


THE SARL TAKING AMATEUR RADIO IN THE DIGITAL AGE SYMPO- 
SIUM 


The symposium will take place on Saturday 9 April 2022 on the BlueJeans 
platform. Participation is free for members of the SARL, AMSAT SA and 
IARU Member Societies. To register and for more details visit www.sarlorg.za 
or Www.amsatsa.org.za. 


THE 2022 SARL NATIONAL CONVENTION BOOKLET 


The 2022 SARL National Convention Booklet is available for download from 
the front page of the SARL web site. The Booklet contains the programme for 
the Taking Amateur Radio in the Digital Age Symposium on Saturday 9 April 
and the agenda for the SARL AGM on Saturday 23 April 2022. This includes 
the proposed budget and membership fees for 2022/2023, the two motions for 
discussion and a proposal to host the 2023 SARL National Convention. 


CONTEST RESULTS 


Twenty-eight logs were received for the SARL Hamnet 40 m Simulated Emer- 
gency Contest held on Sunday 6 March 2022. In the past the results were 
issued per class of participation, but PEARS have decided to lump everything 
together! 


Category A: Single operator stationary mobile 

1st Werner Nel, ZS6SAR - 708 points 

Category B: Single operator portable 

1st Brian Jones, ZS6BV/3 - 1 638 points 

2nd Philip ZS6PVT and Danie ZS6DPS - 1 440 points 
Category D: Single operator base station 

1st Christo Avenant, ZS6CPA - 1 428 points 


Twenty-eight logs were received for the first leg of the SARL Field Day held on 
12 and 13 March 2022. 


Class A: Field station, multi-operator 


1st the West Rand ARC, ZS6WR - 178 898 points 
2nd the Northern Cape ARC, ZS3NC - 132 314 points 
3rd the Sandton ARC, ZS6STN - 124 466 points 
Class C: Class C - Field Station, Single Operator 
1st Karen, ZS6MMA - 96 602 points 

2nd Vaughn, ZS6VLR - 62 906 points 

3rd Anthony, ZS6ANT - 60 530 points 

Class D - Field Station, Single Operator, QRP 

1st Johan, ZS4DZ - 49 946 points 

Class F - Backyard Stations 

1st Errol, ZS6EH - 23 738 points 

2nd Dave, ZR6DM - 15 926 points 

3rd Kobus, ZS6BOS - 9 626 points 

Class G: General Stations 

1st Romeo, ZS6ARQ - 4 658 points 

2nd Johan, ZS6JBZ - 1 442 points 

3rd Hendrik, ZS6HJH - 1 346 points 


Thirty-three logs were received for the second leg of the SARL Wednesday 80 
m Club Contest. The results will be published in HF Happenings 789! 


Contesting in April. The month starts off with the SAMOC April Word Search 
that runs from 1 to 30 April. On Saturday 2 April, you can participate in the 
first RaDAR Challenge of the year. Thursday 7 April is the first leg of the 
SARL 80 m QSO Party hosted by the Durban ARC. On Saturday 9 April, you 
can participate in the Autumn QRP contest and the regional FT4 DX contest, 
both hosted by the West Rand ARC. The ZS4 QSO Party will be run on Sunday 
17 April and hosted by the Sasolburg ARC. And on Saturday 30 April is the 
second leg of the SARL Saturday 40 m Club contest. Get all the information 
in the 2022 Blue Book. 


Another Awesome Talking Tech Opportunity. 


There is another weak signal mode that is similar in principle to FT8, with 
many of the benefits, but that is far more interactive and engaging. JS8Call... 
do you know about it, have you used it? 


Our special guest, Stewart, ZRG6WT, will be walking us through all the ins and 
outs of JS8Call during the Power Hour Tech Talk at 19:00 CAT on Wednesday 


30 March. All are welcome, so please join us on the 145,700 repeaters, or via 
Echolink on ZS6STN-R for this exciting talk. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at 
low levels. There are currently three sunspot regions visible and there is a high 
chance of C-class, and a slight chance of M-class flaring. If you want to do your 
own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week 
will be around 51. The 10 to 30 m bands will provide some good DX fun. Please 
visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 


Today — the CQ WPX SSB contest, the JS8CALL Activity Period and the 
closing date for SARL VHF/UHF Analogue Contest logs 


30 March — the Sandton ARC Tech Talk 
1 April — the start of the SAMOC April Word Search 


2 April — the start of Ramadan, the RaDAR Challenge and the Pretoria ARC 
Flea market 


5 April — all schools open 
7 April — the SARL 80 m QSO Party 


9 April — the SARL Taking Amateur Radio into the Digital Era Symposium, 
the Autumn QRP contest and the regional FT4 DX contest 


12 April — the closing date for 80 m QSO Party logs 

14 April — the closing date for Autumn QRP and FT4 logs 
15 April — Good Friday 

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


Radio Amateurs and Radio Clubs, it is your responsibility to pay your licence 
fee for your own call sign, the Club call sign and the Club repeater. Payment 
can be made by credit card or Electronic Fund Transfer. See the SARL Com- 
munications of March 25 or visit the League website. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to be included in the bulletin should reach the news team no later 
than the Friday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 
gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin written by Andy Cairns ZS6ADY, proof 
read by Paul Johnson ZS1S and read by .............. 


From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


